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This “lake house,” as its owners

call it, is no mere cabin, of course,
and is strikingly different from the
lot’s existing small house that the
Simpsons removed to make room for
their Modernist replacement. The
neighborhood, which consists of both
year-round and weekend residents,
is changing, and this project by AKAR
Architecture and Design of lowa City
helped break the ice for more new
houses and expansions along this
stretch of shoreline. The Simpsons’
elegant update of the lakefront
cottage puts a more urban spin on
the rustic retreat.

The Simpsons had worked with AKAR previously, and
loved the Modermist alting of the new kit 1the firm
¢ house's
y kitchen is quite similar—npot too big but fully engaged
h the adjacent dining space In the g oom-with a
ht work triangle in an expansive & % The kitchen
ors the activity of the heart of the lake house and
frames the views of water and trees that bound the site
The house fills out its relatively small lot to the
now, mote restrictive setback requiress

d the road on the r

on this edge and the entry bridges over the
dropint y toward the lake. The namrow path and
tight-entry foyer expenence is immediately washed
{ the water, From inside,
oat over the lake like a boat, From the lake,
however, the composition bobs up from t eservolr's high
ark like a brightly wrapped pack Its south-facing
a lively and informal arrange nt of balconies,
vindows, stacked in three layers that defline
its primary spatial divisions, According to Sanjay kani of AKAR,
traints defined the house form, disciplining
m the outsel. As Jani liked 1o say, =the cards
he has nicknamed the house “Cabin 7 »
e which the Army Corps of

nstruction to sit

A practical galley kitchea witf 4

The marrow entopway [ 1 ooe
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While the house sits tightly up against its legal abstract
limits on Lake Macbride, its interior spatial boundaries feel
quite limitless: A view of water ot sky ks framed in almost
evety room of the house. Playing with how these views might
differ as people move about became the architect’s personal
challenge, The project was disciplined by
restrictions, but it was sot in motion by w :
the architect, was an exe in how to build next 1o water
At cach of the three le iving space, fenestration and
spatial organization define a unique expernence of the lake. At
the ¢ nd Noor, the Hvi area sptlls out onto the boat dock.
Oz the next floor, the great room commands the lake in a very
public manner, and the top-1ioos master suite creates a clever
tension between privacy and panorama

ol material palette—cedar siding and
corrugated aluminum panels—felt right for a lake house:
The materials resonated with both landscape and boats
Nevertheless, the combination is unusaal in the nelg whood,
and the aluminum skding might as likely remind some
neighbors of those omnipresent grain bins that float on
lowa's oceans of com and beans. The musterials, inside and out,
also address the Simpsons’ low-maintenance requirement
Interiors ase more refined with Douglas fir cellings and oak
cabinctry, but the | hed concrete floors betray the
owners' practical sensibilities.,

In addition to its visual relationships to site, sky and water,
the house makes good use of natural ventilation, passive solar
strategles and daylighting. It ks possible t
of the lake through the carefully placed operable windows and
to ventilate warm, moist air through the automatic stairwell

While the hotise &5 cony mally heated
» 1o live in the buillding as an active partnoer with
the changing scasons.

The Ssmpson family uses the place as a weekend retreat, but

el Year-round hbors. o doubt, this
more intimate relationship between them

er. and the house will surely seem more boat-like
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